
               

 
 
 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 

DETROIT LONG TERM CARE SYSTEM CHANGE TASK FORCE 
INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

HILDRED DREW-DALE CONFERENCE CENTER 
 

JANUARY 7, 2009 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
PRESENT      ABSENT 
 
Elaine Williams     Jane Church – excused 
Roger Myers      Juanita Hernandez - excused 
Marion Bloye      Patrick Donnellon - excused 
Stephanie Donaldson    Steve Larkin 
Anne Holmes Davis     Deanna Mitchell - excused 
James Pappas     Gene Payne 
John Thorhauer     Geraldine Sanders 
Yuself Seegars     Mayble Wynter – excused 
Patricia A. Blaines-Lake 
Tim Wintermute 
Shelley Kritzman 
Patrick Berry 
Michael Simowski 
Karen Watson 
Barbara Owens 
Serita Lockard 
Cheryl Dozier Forte 
Laura Seriguchi 
 
I. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 
 

Roger Myers had all members to introduce themselves.  Mr. Myers stated the 
Independent Living Services Subcommittee would present four panel presentations. 
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II. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF THE MEETING MINUTES 
 
Mr. Myers asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes of December 3, 2008. 
There was a motion by Stephanie Donaldson, second from Patrick Berry, all approved the 
meeting minutes of December 3, 2008.  Motion carried. 
 

III. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. TASK FORCE SHARING/DATA SHARING UPDATE 
 

Anne Holmes Davis informed the Subcommittee that the Leadership & Steering Subcommittee 
will be meeting on January 30, 2009 (TBD).  We are looking to finalize our first run of the Policy 
Recommendations so that it can be reviewed in February.  Changes will be at the Governor’s 
State of the State Address which will be in February instead of January.  It will impact our 
agenda as well as having new representatives in office.  All Task Force members might be 
interested in LTC event that occurred last month.  The power point from the Task Force meeting 
in December will be put into the e-blast for everyone to view and be updated.  There is a new 
CMS “Five Star Rating System” for Nursing Homes which will be one of many new tools on the 
web.  Also, we are looking at a particular format for the policy recommendation so that 
everything is standardized. 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. DUE TO TECHNICAL PROBLEMS, THE DRAFT POLICIES WILL BE FIRST 
GIVEN BY:  MICHAEL SIMOWSKI.  THE EXPANSION OF PROGRAMS FOR 
ALL INCLUSIVE CARE FOR SENIOR INDEPENDENCE (PACE) 

 
• Federal and State regulations need to be changed to make it easier for PACE 

participants to enroll in the program 
• PACE should be expended to multiple locations in Regions 1-A /1-B or Wayne 

County to increase access to these services.  
• Partnerships should be developed between PACE and senior residences to 

leverage resources and to expand the delivery of supportive services that promote 
independent living.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. DUE TO TECHNICAL PROBLEMS, THE DRAFT POLICIES WILL ALSO BE 
GIVEN BY:  JOHN THORHAUER:   UNITED METHODIST RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITIES  

 



               

 
 
 
 

• Denial of Home and Community Based services cannot be based solely on the 
fact that an individual resides in a Home for the Aged or an Adult Foster Care 
Facility. 

• The State of Michigan should continue to support the growth and expansion of 
Affordable Assisted Living as resident choice/alternative to a nursing facility.  
(Family/ Friendly/ and small housing units for the future) 

• Flexibility in nursing facility license should be allowed in order to create 
alternative nursing facility care settings. (i.e. Green Houses).  In other words, 
design and licensing standards should be flexible enough to allow for variation 
in the settings. 

• How many waivers are available?  Can we get waiver funding to be directly 
targeted to HUD building?  (There is a waiting list of over 3,000 people around 
Michigan – not in Detroit.  Can we secure any waivers for the clients in 
Detroit?) 
 

C. MS.  LAURA SEIGUCHI PRESENTED A PRESENTATION ON MI CHOICE. 
 

Key issues that the program is confronting include the following: 
• More Home and Community based programs 
• More Low cost alternatives to Nursing Home Care 
• Must quality for Medicaid Waiver  (Be at least 65 or disabled) 
• Population of Seniors have decreased 
• Improve Medicaid Reimbursement rates 
• Modernize Medicare and Medicaid & Expand Affordable Housing Options 

 
D. MS. SERITA LOCKARD, JD PRESENTED A PRESENTATION ON THE 

NURSING FACILITY TRANSITION SERVICES 
 

• Consumers may qualify for: Medicaid MI Choice Waiver, DHS Adult Home 
Help; Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE); & No community 
support needed 

• NFT Process Services on a one-time bases: securing housing or lease, utility 
hook-up, arrearages, furniture, appliances, moving expense, clothing, 
groceries, personal items, cleaning and set-up & home modifications (ramp) 

 
 
 
 
• State-wide Transitions:  More than twice as many NFT residents in the process 

of transitioning (158 in 2007 to 329 in 2008)  10% increase in transitions to MI 
Choice (343 in 2007 to 378 in 2008)  More than a 60% increase in transitions to 
other community options (118 in 2007 to 190 in 2008) 

 
E. MS. SHELLEY KRITZMAN PRESENTED A PRESENTATION ON MSHDA 

(SECTION 8 DIVISION)  
 

• Michigan’s Homeless Baseline Data Report – 56% of actual homeless in 
Michigan are adults with children in families.  About 59% are female head-of-
households 



               

 
 
 
 

• Homelessness is a community-wide problem, and requires community-based 
solutions 

• Continuum of Care agencies partner with MSHDA for delivery of wrap around 
services 

• Allows homeless Michigan residents access to a Housing Choice Voucher 
(formerly called Section 8) 

• Pair the voucher with services to ensure successful tenancy.  Also, provide a 
permanent solution for homelessness 

• Pilot Homeless program began in 2003 Areas with “high performing” Counties 
such as:  Marquette, Washtenaw and Kalamazoo. 

• 24,000 Vouchers in Michigan – 5,000 in Wayne County 
• Waiting list for Voucher(s)  
• Unit Vouchers & Tenant based Voucher which are hard to get 
• In December, 2008 legislation was given to define “Homelessness to those in 

Nursing homes.   
• AALP – (Affordable Assisted Living Program)  The program is currently only 

opened in the Macomb and Oakland areas. The program haven’t been pushed 
into other counties as of yet.  (Those accepted go to American House) 

• Senator Knollenberg advocated last year to change Federal guidelines of 
HUD’s to help the homeless to receive vouchers.  

 
F. MR. PATRICK BERRY PRESENTED A PRESENTATION ON FHA 
           LOANS 

 
• FHA loans can be used by licensed NH’s facilities such as AFC and HFA.  The key 

issued he uncovered in his presentation are highlighted below. 
 
 
 
 
 

• FHA Mortgage must be in first position (unless Section 241a) 
• Section 232 – Regulated by State, city or political subdivision 
• Board and Care and Assisted Living Facility in which 25% of a projects units may 

be independent (not licensed) 
• Key Services needed by Clients – quality housing; timely processing of loan 

applications and timely procession of correspondence 
• Barriers are:  budget constraints, training, travel dollars, technology advancement 

and additional staff 
 
V. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Roger Myers asked if there are any volunteers (3-5) to help with recommenda-ions for the 
meeting in February, 2009.  It was suggested that we would meet on Friday, January 23, 2009.  
Marion Bloye would help with the Grandparents Housing; John Thorhauer would help with 
Affordable Assisted Living; Shelley Kritzman would help with Housing Vouchers; Roger Myers & 
Laura Seriguchi would help with PACE; and Stephanie Donaldson would help with MI Choice 
and Elaine Williams & Jim Robinson to help with Home Modifications.. 
 
VI. ADJOURMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m.  The Chairs thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. 



               

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Submitted by:  Barbara Owens, Recorder 
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• PACE should be expended to multiple locations in Regions 1-A /1-B or Wayne 
County to increase access to these services.  

• Partnerships should be developed between PACE and senior residences to 
leverage resources and to expand the delivery of supportive services that promote 
independent living.   

 
C. DUE TO TECHNICAL PROBLEMS, THE DRAFT POLICIES WILL ALSO BE 

GIVEN BY:  JOHN THORHAUER:   UNITED METHODIST RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITIES  

 
• Denial of Home and Community Based services cannot be based solely on the 

fact that an individual resides in a Home for the Aged or an Adult Foster Care 
Facility. 

• The State of Michigan should continue to support the growth and expansion of 
Affordable Assisted Living as resident choice/alternative to a nursing facility.  
(Family/ Friendly/ and small housing units for the future) 

• Flexibility in nursing facility license should be allowed in order to create 
alternative nursing facility care settings. (i.e. Green Houses).  In other words, 
design and licensing standards should be flexible enough to allow for variation 
in the settings. 

• How many waivers are available?  Can we get waiver funding to be directly 
targeted to HUD building?  (There is a waiting list of over 3,000 people around 
Michigan – not in Detroit.  Can we secure any waivers for the clients in 
Detroit?) 

 
 

 
CI. MS.  LAURA SEIGUCHI PRESENTED A PRESENTATION ON MI CHOICE. 

 
Key issues that the program is confronting include the following: 
• More Home and Community based programs 
• More Low cost alternatives to Nursing Home Care 
• Must quality for Medicaid Waiver  (Be at least 65 or disabled) 
• Population of Seniors have decreased 
• Improve Medicaid Reimbursement rates 
• Modernize Medicare and Medicaid & Expand Affordable Housing Options 

 
DI. MS. SERITA LOCKARD, JD PRESENTED A PRESENTATION ON THE 

NURSING FACILITY TRANSITION SERVICES 
 

• Consumers may qualify for: Medicaid MI Choice Waiver, DHS Adult Home 
Help; Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE); & No community 
support needed 

• NFT Process Services on a one-time bases: securing housing or lease, utility 
hook-up, arrearages, furniture, appliances, moving expense, clothing, 
groceries, personal items, cleaning and set-up & home modifications (ramp) 

• State-wide Transitions:  More than twice as many NFT residents in the process 
of transitioning (158 in 2007 to 329 in 2008)  10% increase in transitions to MI 
Choice (343 in 2007 to 378 in 2008)  More than a 60% increase in transitions to 
other community options (118 in 2007 to 190 in 2008) 



               

 
 
 
 

 
F. MS. SHELLEY KRITZMAN PRESENTED A PRESENTATION ON MSHDA 

(SECTION 8 DIVISION)  
 

• Michigan’s Homeless Baseline Data Report – 56% of actual homeless in 
Michigan are adults with children in families.  About 59% are female head-of-
households 

• Homelessness is a community-wide problem, and requires community-based 
solutions 

• Continuum of Care agencies partner with MSHDA for delivery of wrap around 
services 

• Allows homeless Michigan residents access to a Housing Choice Voucher 
(formerly called Section 8) 

• Pair the voucher with services to ensure successful tenancy.  Also, provide a 
permanent solution for homelessness 

• Pilot Homeless program began in 2003 Areas with “high performing” Counties 
such as:  Marquette, Washtenaw and Kalamazoo. 

• 24,000 Vouchers in Michigan – 5,000 in Wayne County 
• Waiting list for Voucher(s)  
• Unit Vouchers & Tenant based Voucher which are hard to get 
• In December, 2008 legislation was given to define “Homelessness to those in 

Nursing homes.   
• AALP – (Affordable Assisted Living Program)  The program is currently only 

opened in the Macomb and Oakland areas. The program haven’t been pushed 
into other counties as of yet.  (Those accepted go to American House) 

• Senator Knollenberg advocated last year to change Federal guidelines of 
HUD’s to help the homeless to receive vouchers.  

 
F. MR. PATRICK BERRY PRESENTED A PRESENTATION ON FHA 
           LOANS 

 
• FHA loans can be used by licensed NH’s facilities such as AFC and HFA.  The key 

issued he uncovered in his presentation are highlighted below. 
• FHA Mortgage must be in first position (unless Section 241a) 
• Section 232 – Regulated by State, city or political subdivision 
• Board and Care and Assisted Living Facility in which 25% of a projects units may 

be independent (not licensed) 
• Key Services needed by Clients – quality housing; timely processing of loan 

applications and timely procession of correspondence 
• Barriers are:  budget constraints, training, travel dollars, technology advancement 

and additional staff 
 
V. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Roger Myers asked if there are any volunteers (3-5) to help with recommenda-ions for the 
meeting in February, 2009.  It was suggested that we would meet on Friday, January 23, 2009.  
Marion Bloye would help with the Grandparents Housing; John Thorhauer would help with 
Affordable Assisted Living; Shelley Kritzman would help with Housing Vouchers; Roger Myers & 
Laura Seriguchi would help with PACE; and Stephanie Donaldson would help with MI Choice 
and Elaine Williams & Jim Robinson to help with Home Modifications.. 
 



               

 
 
 
 

VI. ADJOURMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m.  The Chairs thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. 
 
 
 
Submitted by:  Barbara Owens, Recorder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Moving Towards Enhancing the Quality of Care 

 
 

Detroit Area Agency on Aging  ▪ 1333 Brewery Park Boulevard, Suite 200  ▪ Detroit, MI 48207 
Tel (313) 446-4444  ▪ FAX (313) 446-4445 

www.daaa1a.org 


